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SERMON. 


tl  /  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my  departure 
is  at  hand.'"— 2d  Tim.  4  :  6. 

The  Apostle,  in  the  passage  which  I  have 
selected  as  the  theme  for  remark  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  and  which  I  have  now  repeat- 
ed, refers  to  his  decease.  He  was,  at  the  time 
when  he  wrote  it,  a  prisoner  at  Rome  ;  and  in 
some  way  he  had  come  to  feel  that  his  days 
were  nearly  ended,  and  soon  he  should  pass 
away.  "  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered  ;" — 
"  ready,"  as  the  victim  which  was  about  to  be 
slain.     He  was  soon  to  die. 

The  language  of  the  text,  as  it  is  found  in 
our  translation,  implies  a  preparation  for  the 
event  which  was  before  him,  and  a  willing- 
ness to  meet  it ; — as  if  he  had  said,  '  The  day 
of  my  death  is  near — I  shall  soon  go  the  way 
of  all  the  earth— and  I  am  ready — I  am  pre- 
pared for  the  departure.'  All  this  is  fully  ex- 
pressed in  the  following  verse ;  but  in  the 
original  of  the  text,  the  principal  idea  is  evi- 
dently that  of  THE   NEARNESS   OF   THE  EVENT. 

"  I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered," — the  event 


IS  SOON  TO  OCCUR— THE  EXECUTIONER  IS  AT  THE 

door — "  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand." 
If  it  should  be  inquired,  '  By  what  means, 
or  in  what  way  he  had  become  assured  that 
his  decease  was  soon  to  occur  V  it  is  sufficient 
to  reply,  that  he  has  not  informed  us  how,  nor 
is  it  a  matter  of  importance  for  us  to  know. 

He  speaks  of  his  decease  as  a  "  departure" 
— a  removal.  And  if  it  were  proper  to  con- 
template his  death  in  this  light,  we  may  with 
propriety  consider  that  of  others  in  the  same 
light,  or  the  subject  in  general,  as  a  removal. 
In  this  light  it  may  be  both  interesting  and 
profitable  to  contemplate  death  at  this  time. 

Death  is  a  removal. 

What  is  involved  in  this  removal  T 

1. — Not  annihilation.  It  does  not  in- 
volve the  annihilation  of  either  soul  or  body. 

"  If  death  were  nothing,  and  naught  after  death, 
If  when  men  died,  they  at  once  ceased  to  be, 
Returning  to  the  barren  womb  of  nothing, 
Whence  first  they  sprang 


-then  might  the  wretch 
That's  weary  of  the  world,  and  tired  of  life, 
At  once  give  each  inquietude  the  slip, 
By  stealing  out  of  being  when  he  pleased, 
And  by  what  way. 

But  if  there's  an  hereafter, 
An  that  there  is,  conscience,  uninfluenced 
And  suffered  to  speak  out,  tells  every  man, 
Then  it  must  be  an  awful  thing  to  die." 

At  death  "the  body  returns  to  the  dust  as 
it  was  ;"  but  there  is  no  annihilation  of  the 
matter  of  which  it  is  composed  : — "  and  the 
spirit  returns  to  God  who  gave  it ;" — not  to 
be  blotted  out  of  being,  but  to  run  on  in  its 
existence,  parallel  with  that  of  the  Eternal. 


There  is  EVERLASTING  BEING — there  are  eter- 
nal blessedness  and  ETERNAL  misery  beyond 
the  grave. 

2. — Death  contemplated  as  a  removal,  does 

NOT  INVOLVE  A  CHANGE  OF  CHARACTER  ON  THE  TART 
OF  THE  PERSON  REMOVED. 

The  location  is  changed — the  circumstances 
are  changed,  but  there  is  no  change  of  moral 
character  involved.  The  individual  who  re- 
moves from  one  town  to  another,  takes  his 
character  with  him  ;  and  no  one  supposes  that 
his  change  of  place,  necessarily  produces  a 
change  in  his  character.  The  person  who 
removes  from  one  state  to  another,  or  from 
one  continent  to  another,  also  takes  his 
character  with  him.  He  is  the  same  person, 
whether  in  the  farthest  east,  or  farthest  west, 
as  in  the  place  whence  he  removed.  His 
opinions,  and  his  feelings  touching  many 
things,  may  be  greatly  modified  by  his  change 
of  place  and  external  circumstances,  but  he 
has  the  same  heart.  If  a  good  one  here,  a 
good  one  there  ; — if  a  bad  one  here,  a  bad  one 
there.  No  one  supposes  that  the  change  of 
locality,  or  of  external  circumstances,  pro- 
duces necessarily,  a  radical  change  in  his 
moral  nature. 

Thus,  in  the  removal  effected  by  death— the 
removal  to  another  world,  there  is  no  change 
of  moral  character  involved.  "  The  wicked 
is  driven  away  in  his  wickedness," — he  takes 
his  moral  character  with  him,  yes,  that  charac- 
ter,  in  consequence  of  which  God  calls  him 
"  wicked."     "  He  who  is  filthy"  at  the  time  of 


his  removal  "will  be  filthy  still."  "The 
righteous  hath  hope  in  his  death."  He  hopes 
for  eternal  righteousness,  and  "he  who  is 
righteous"  at  the  time  of  his  removal,  "  will 
be  righteous  still." 

"  The  rich  man  died  ;" — he  was  removed  ; 
■ — but  his  character  was  the  same,  in  all  es- 
sentials afterwards,  as  before  ; — -the  same  "in 
hell"  as  on  earth  ; — he  spake  of  no  change — ■ 
he  professed  none — no,  not  even  when  plead- 
ing that  one  might  be  effected  in  his  brethren, 
"  lest  they  should  come  to  that  place  of  tor- 
ment." Lazarus  died  also  ;  he  was  remov- 
ed— he  ascended  to  the  "  bosom  of  Abra- 
ham ;"  but  he  possessed  the  same  character 
there,  in  all  its  characteristics,  that  he  did 
when  a  beggar  full  of  sores,  at  the  door  of  the 
rich  man.  Said  the  Saviour  to  the  Jews,  "  If 
ye  believe  not  that  I  am  he,  ye  shall  die  in  your 
sins  ;" — their  sinful  character  would  remain 
unchanged — they  would  take  it  with  them 
when  removed.  "  When  a  wicked  man  dieth, 
his  expectation  shall  perish,  and  the  hope  of 
unjust  men  perisheth."  "  The  hope  of  the 
righteous  shall  be  gladness  ;  but  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  wicked  shall  perish."  "  The 
righteous  is  taken  away  from  the  evil  to  come  ; 
he  shall  enter  into  peace."  "  Absent  from  the 
body — present  with  the  Lord."  "  To  depart, 
which  is  far  better." 

There  is  no  change  of  heart  intimated  in 
any  of  the  passages  of  Scripture  which  I  have 
now  quoted,  but  a  perpetuation  of  the  charac- 
ter possessed  at  the  time  of  the  removal. 


•>. — Removal  by  death  wvolves  n<»  radical 

CHANGE  Of  FEELING  ON  THE  PART  OF  GOD  TOWARDS 
THE  REMOVED. 

God  understands  the  character  both  of  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked,  as  distinctly,  as 
perfectly  before  their  removal  as  after ;  and 
sin,  in  one  part  of  his  dominion,  is  as  odious 
— as  offensive  to  him,  as  in  another  ;  and 
holiness  as  lovely,  as  excellent  in  his  sight, 
on  earth  as  in  heaven.  He  is  omnipresent, 
and  both  the  wicked  and  the  righteous  are  al- 
ways  before  him— always  naked  and  open  to 
his  view  ;  and  why  should  their  removal  in- 
volve any  fundamental  change  in  his  feelings 
in  regard  to  them.  He  neither  sees  them  any 
more  clearly,  nor  knows  the  many  more  per- 
fectly after  death  than  before. 

The  rich  man  "  in  hell,"  was  no  more  an  ob- 
ject of  divine  disapprobation  and  hatred,  than 
while  on  earth,  "  clothed  in  purple  and  fine 
linen,  and  faring  sumptuously  every  day,"  and 
Lazarus  was  no  more  an  object  of  divine  love 
"  in  Abraham's  bosom,"  than  when  the  dogs 
licked  his  sores  at  the  rich  man's  gate.  God 
loved  him  when  on  earth,  when  a  beggar,  when 
in  this  vale  of  tears,  this  world  of  trial ;  and 
because  he  loved  him  then,  he  received  him  to 
bliss  above.  He  was  an  object  of  affection 
because  of  the  state  of  his  heart— because  of 
his  moral  character,  whether  on  earth,  or  in 
heaven.  The  rich  man  was  an  object  of  dis- 
pleasure because  of  his  state  of  heart— of  his 
moral  character,  whether  on  earth,  or  "in  hell." 
The  Scriptures  represent  the  Saviour  as  lov- 
ing his  people  with  an  everlasting-  -with  an 
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unquenchable  love,  even  while  in  this  world. 
"  Neither  life  nor  death— neither  things  pre- 
sent nor  things  to  come  shall  separate  us  from 
the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord."    The  Saviour  loves  the  righteous  here, 
with  the  same  kind  of  affection  that  he  bears 
to  them  in   heaven  ;  and  the  Christian  here 
loves  the  Saviour,  with  the  same  kind  of  affec- 
tion that  he  will  exercise  towards  him  in  the 
paradise  above.     The  evidence  of  acceptance 
with  the  Saviour  at  last,  is  found  in  the  love 
which  the  Christian  bears  to  him  now,  and  the 
moral  character  which    he    here    possesses. 
Christians   "  have  passed  from    death    unto 
life,"  though  they  are  still  this  side  the  grave. 
They    are    Christ's     "  sheep "    here  ;  —  he 
"knows   them" — "they   hear   his    voice" — 
"  they  follow  him,"  and  "  no  being  is  able  to 
pluck  them  out  of  his  hands" — he  has  gone 
to  prepare  a  place  for  them — because  he  loves 
them— because  they  "  are  his  ;"  and  he  will 
take  them  to  that  place,  that  "  they  may  be- 
hold his   glory,"  and  rejoice  in  his  salvation 
forever  more.   Heaven  is  the  Christian's  home, 
— the  home  "prepared  for  him"  by  his  heaven- 
ly Father.     And  he  is  his  child — as  really 
so  here,  as  he  will  be  there.     And  the  child 
of  God  is   away  from  his  home  while  a  so- 
journer here  ;  he  feels  that  he  is  ;  and  thus 
will  he  continue  to  feel,  till  he  shall  exchange 
the  image  of  the   earthly,  for  the  heavenly — 
till  he  shall  enter  his  celestial  abode,  and  be 
perfected  in  holiness.     "  For  we  know,"  says 
the  Apostle,  "  that  if  our  earthly  house  of  this 
tabernacle  were  dissolved,  we  have  an  house 
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not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens. 
For  in  this  we  groan,  earnestly  desiring  to  be 
clothed  upon  with  our  house  which  is  from 
heaven  ;  if  so  be,  that  being  clothed,  we  shall 
not  be  found  naked.  For  we  that  are  in  this 
tabernacle  do  groan,  being  burdened  ;  not  for 
that  we  would  be  unclothed,  but  clothed  upon, 
that  mortality  might  be  swallowed  up  of  life." 
Says  David,  "  I  shall  behold  thy  face  in  right- 
eousness, I  shall  be  satisfied  when  I  awake 
with  thy  likeness." 

Taking  the  Scriptures  for  our  guide,  we 
are  warranted  in  saying  that  removal  by  death 

DOES  NOT  INVOLVE  ANNIHILATION  EITHER  OF  BODY 
OR  SOUL  ;— IT  DOES  NOT  INVOLVE  RADICAL  CHANGE 
OF  MORAL  CHARACTER  ON  THE  PART  OF  HIM  WHO  IS 
REMOVED,  NOR  ESSENTIAL  CHANGE  OF  FEELING  ON 
THE  PART  OF  GOD  TOWARDS  HIM. 

I  now  remark  affirmatively.  1.  That  re- 
moval by  death  involves  the  separation  of 
soul  and  body.  They  do  not  both  lie  down 
in  the  grave  together.  "  The  spirit  returns 
to  God  who  gave  it,"  leaving  the  earthly 
tenement  to  moulder  back  to  the  dust  whence 
it  was  taken.  Whatever  may  have  been  the 
duration  of  the  union  of  the  soul  and  body — 
whether  but  for  a  day,  or  a  year,  or  for  four 
score  years,  at  death  they  are  separated.  The 
cords  that  unite  them  are  then  sundered,  and 
they  will  dwell  together  no  more  till  the  angel's 
trump  shall  sound,  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised. 

2.  Removal  by  death  involves  a  separation 

FROM  ALL  THE  LOVED   ONES  ON  EARTH.    These  may 

journey  together  till  they  reach  the  portals  of 
the  other  world,  and  then  they  separate.     He 
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who  is  removed  passes  through,  and  is  seen 
no  more  !  Ties  of  warmest  affection  may  be 
ruptured — family  circles  may  be  broken,  and 
scattered  by  the  removal,  but  separate  they 
must,  however  painful  it  may  be. 

To  the  Christian,  death  is  a  removal  from 
the  friends  on  earth,  and  a  removal  to  the 
friends  in  heaven. 

"There  parted  hearts  again  shall  meet, 
In  union  holy,  calm,  and  sweet." 

Heaven  is  a  social  place  ;  the  redeemed  are 
social  beings,  and  friends  will  recognize  each 
other  there.  The  Thessalonians  have  recog- 
nized Paul  in  heaven,  as  their  spiritual  under 
shephard  while  on  earth  ;  and  he  has  recog- 
nized them  as  his  flock.  They  are  his  "  crown 
of  rejoicing"  there.  And  other  friends  in 
that  world  will  recognize  each  other. 

3.  Removal  by  death  involves  the  termina- 
tion OF  ALL  EARTHLY  LABORS  AND  CARES  — ALL 
EARTHLY  SORROWS  AND  TAINS. 

When  the  body  and  soul  are  sundered  and 
the  spirit  returns  to  its  Creator,  all  these  things 
of  earth  cease  to  be.  The  sinner  then  can 
do  no  more  for  the  gratification  of  himself — 
nor  the  Christian  for  the  salvation  of  his  fel- 
low traveler  to  the  world  of  spirits.  And  the 
sinner  will  sorrow  no  more  over  disappointed 
hopes  of  gain,  or  honor,  and  the  saint  no  more 
over  short-comings  in  duty,  and  want  of  con- 
formity to  Christ.  Neither  will  experience 
any  more  the  ills  of  this  vale  of  tears.  These 
they  have  left  behind  ;  and  the  Christian  has 
left  behind   all   sorrow — all  pain.     "  There 
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shall  be  no  more  sorrow  nor  crying"  with  him; 
he  is  where  the  wicked  never  trouble,  and 
where  the  weary  are  at  rest.  "  The  spirits  of 
the  just  made  perfect"  are  his  associates,  and 
the  Lord  Jesus  is  his  Shephard  there. 

M  There  angels  will  uuite  their  prayers 
With  spirits  bright  and  blest  as  theirs ; 
And  light  shall  glance  on  every  crown, 
From  suns  that  never  more  go  down." 

Finally,  removal   by  death  involves  the 

TERMINATION  OF  PROBATION,  AND  OF  ALL  OPPORTUNI- 
TY TO  PREPARE  10R  HEAVEN. 

"  How  shocking  must  thy  summons  be,  0  Death  1 
To  him  who  is  at  ease  in  his  possessions  ; 
Who,  counting  on  long  years  of  pleasure  here, 
Is  quite  unfurnished  for  the  world  to  come.'1 

The  present  is  the  seed  time, — "  the  day 
of  grace  ;" — this  the  day  of  salvation,  the 
time  to  secure  "  the  pearl  of  great  price," — to 
u  choose  that  good  part  which  shall  never  be 
taken  away"  from  him  who  obtains  it — the  time 

*'  To  'scape  from  hell  and  fly  to  heaven." 

When  death  comes,  all  the  works  of  proba- 
tion end  ;  the  trial  is  then  made — the  sentence 
to  be  pronounced — the  harvest  to  be  reaped  ! 
The  child  of  God  then  begins  to  receive  his 
great  reward  in  the  world  of  blessedness 
above,  and  the  sinner  then  enters  upon  his 
future  of  u  everlasting  destruction  from  the 
presence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of 
his  power." 

These  things  are  involved  in  the  removal 
from  this  world,  by  death. 

In  the  light  of  this  subject  we  can  see — 

1.  That  removal  by  death  is  an  unspeakably 
important  event. 

Although  it  does  not  change  moral  charac- 
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ter — although  it  does  not  change  the  feelings 
of  God  essentially  towards  the  person  remov- 
ed, it  changes  circumstances,  introduces  to 
heaven,  or  removes  forever  beyond  the  reach 
of  mercy!  It  terminates  the  opportunity  to 
prepare  for  heaven,  and  closes  the  portals  of 
life  against  him  who  is  not  prepared,  and  it 
brings  to  his  home,  to  the  bosom  of  his 
Saviour  and  to  the  society  of  the  blessed,  the 
true  Christian. 

44  O  when  the  hours  of  life  are  past, 
And  death's  dark  shade  arrives  at  last. 
It  is  not  sleep— it  is  not  rest, 
'Tis  glory  opening  to  the  blest." 

O,  who  would  not  often  contemplate  this 
great  event,  and  strive  to  understand  all  that 
is  involved  in  it — all  that  is  suspended  upon  it? 

2.  In  the  light  of  this  subject  we  see,  not 
only  that  so  great  an  event  as  the  removal  by 
death,  demands   great  preparation,  but  also 

THE  KIND  OF   PREPARATION  NEEDED. 

The  person  who  was  simply  to  remove  from 
one  town  to  another,  would  at  once  feel  a  ne- 
cessity laid  upon  him  to  make  some  prepara- 
tion for  that  removal ;  and  greater  necessity 
would  he  feel  who  was  to  remove  from  one 
continent  to  another,  and  especially  if  he  ex- 
pected never  to  return ;  and  O,  how  much 
more  must  he  feel  the  importance  of  making 
due  preparation,  who  is  to  remove  from  time 
into  eternity — who  is  going  to  that 

44  Country,  from  whose  bourn 


No  traveler  returns ;" 

and  where  his  eternal  happiness   or  misery 
will  hinge  upon  the  fact  of  his  having  made, 
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or  neglected  to  make  due  preparation ! 
And  what  is  the  character  of  the  prepara- 
tion needed  !  It  is  a  spiritual  preparation 
— a  preparation  of  soul — a  spiritual  purifica- 
tion. "  Except  a  man  be  born  from  above," 
"  be  born  of  the  Spirit,"  he  cannot  enter  the 
kingdom  of  God.  There  must  be  repentance 
for  sin,  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
There  must  be  holiness  ;  for  "  without  holi- 
ness no  man  shall  see  the  Lord."  The  event 
itself  will  effect  no  radical  change  in  us  ;  it 
will  not  prepare  us  for  heaven.  The  prepar- 
ation must  be  made  before  the  event  comes. 

Again,  as  the  time  of  our  departure  is  un- 
certain, IT  IS  GREATLY  UNWISE,  AND  GREATLY  HAZ- 
ARDOUS TO  DELAY  PREPARATION  FOR  IT. 

"  0,  more  than  sottish, 
For  creatures  of  a  day,  in  gamesome  mood, 
To  frolic  on  eternity's  dread  brink 
Unapprehensive  ;  when,  for  aught  we  know, 
The  very  first  swollen  surge  shall  sweep  us  in," 

That  person  who  would  wish  to  defer  pre- 
paration for  the  great  event  which  is  before 
him,  has  reason  to  fear  that  he  may  be  left  to 
postpone  till  the  die  is  cast,  and  his  soul  is 
lost.  "  Seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
its  righteousness,"  is  the  direction  which  the 
Saviour  gives  ;  and  they  are  the  wise,  the  safe, 
who  follow  it. 

"  What  matter  whether  pain  or  pleasure  fill 
The  swelling  heart,  one  little  moment  here? 

From  both  alike  how  vain  is  every  thrill, 
While  an  untried  eternity  is  near!" 

Finally,— how  blessed— ho w  safe  are  all  those 
who  are  prepared  for  their  removal  by  death. 
For  them  to  die  is  gain.  Paul  was  prepared 
for  his  departure,  which  was  at  hand.     He  had 
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"  fought  the  good  fight,  he  had  kept  the  faith," 
and  there  was  a  crown  of  glory  awaiting  him. 
And  not  only  was  he  safe,  but  so  are  all  those 
also,  who  are,  like  him,  prepared  for  their  re- 
moval. "  Henceforth,"  says  he,  "  there  is 
laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which 
the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  shall  give  me 
at  that  day  ;  and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all 

THEM  ALSO  WHO  LOVE  HIS  APPEARING."  Blessed 

are  they  who  are  prepared  to  die  !  Such,  we 
trust,  was  the  case  with  her  whose  removal 
we  at  this  time  contemplate,  and  whose  loss, 
as  "  a  mother  in  Israel,"  we  now  mourn.  She 
has  passed  from  our  view,  but  we  are  permit- 
ted to  think  of  her  still ;  and  we  think  of  her 
now,  as  a  bright  spirit  in  the  temple  above, 
no  longer  compassed  about  with  infirmities, 
nor  burdened  with  sin. 

"  She  has  gone  to  her  God  ;  she  has  gone  to  her  home, 
No  more  amid  peril  and  error  to  roam." 

Mrs.  Mary  Noyes  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Westerly,  R.  L,  October  9,  1763.  [See  Ap- 
pendix A.]  She  had  six  brothers  and  one 
sister.  The  sister  and  three  brothers  she  saw 
laid  in  the  silent  grave,  and  three  brothers,  the 
youngest  of  whom  is  now  passing  his  eighti- 
eth year,  still  survive,  to  mourn  her  departure. 

Her  home  was  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
town,  where  the  cool  breezes  of  the  ocean 
contribute  to  bless  with  health  and  vigor  those 
who  dwell  there.  Here,  most  of  her  early 
days  were  spent ;  and  here,  with  pure  air,  and 
the  exercise  connected  with  the  recreations 
and  labors  which  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  females 
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of  her  day,  she  grew  to  womanhood  with  a  firm 
constitution,  and  an  elastic  physical  system. 
At  the  age  of  about  eighteen  years,  her  at- 
tention was  called  to  the  subject  of  personal 
salvation.  There  was,  at  this  time,  more  than 
usual  religious  interest,  both  in  Westerly  and 
in  Stonington.  After  a  season  of  anxiety,  of 
conviction  and  depression,  she  hopefully  em- 
braced the  Lord  Jesus  as  her  Saviour,  and 
her  everlasting  portion.  To  him  she  conse- 
crated her  all.  That  she  was  not  deceived  in 
regard  to  her  repentance,  faith  and  hope,  we 
think  the  evidence  furnished  by  her  life,  is 
satisfactory. 

Soon  after  she  indulged  the  hope,  (trem- 
bling it  may  be,)  that  she  had  "passed  from 
death  to  life,"  her  mind  was  exercised  upon 
the  subject  of  professing  Christ  before  men, 
and  of  entering  into  visible  covenant  relations 
with  his  people.  But  from  some  circum- 
stances by  which  she  was  affected,  she  did 
not  execute  her  desires.  In  subsequent  life, 
and  after  her  marriage,  and  years  before  she 
did  it,  she  seriously  pondered  the  subject  of 
making  a  public  profession  of  religion,  but  was 
then,  also,  from  peculiar  circumstances,  led  to 
defer  it. 

On  the  14th  of  April,  1799,  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Thomas  Noyes,  and  was  left  a 
widow  in  March,  1844.  She  had  four  child- 
ren ;  [see  Appendix  B,]  three  sons  and  one 
daughter.     All  her  sons  she  saw  laid  away 

11  In  their  clay-cold  bed  ;" 

And  two  of  them,  after  they  had  passed  the 
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meridian  of  life,  in  the  brief  space  of  about 
two  weeks.  One  of  them  left  a  widow  and 
one  daughter,  the  only  grand  child  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

The  daughter  and  her  partner,  the  daugh- 
ter-in-law and  the  grand  child  are  still  with 
us.  And  with  theirs,  we  this  day  mingle  our 
sorrows  and  our  tears. 

In  February,  1843,  after  much  prayer  and 
self-examination,  the  deceased  came  forward 
and  publicly  professed  her  faith  in  Christ  and 
cast  in  her  lot  with  this  Church,  which  was 
organized  at  that  time.  With  us  she  remain- 
ed a  consistent  and  worthy  member,  till  Sat- 
urday, the  2d  inst.,  when  her  redeemed  spirit, 
released  from  its  confinement  in  its  house  of 
clay,  soared  away  to  the  mansions  prepared 
for  them  who  love  God. 

And  now,  could  she,  in  the  modesty  and 
humility  which  characterized  her  through  life 
— could  she  speak,  she  would  say,  '  Here  lay 
aside  the  pen,  and  let  oblivion's  shade  mantle 
all  that  remains  ;'  but  I  should  do  injustice  to 
my  own  feelings,  to  those  of  the  Church  of 
which  she  was  a  beloved  member,  and  to  those 
of  the  community  in  which  she  so  long  moved, 
were  I  to  do  so.  There  is  mush  that  remains 
that  not  affection  only,  but  justice  would  re- 
cord, and  record,  not  to  praise  the  dead,  but 
to  benefit  the  living. 

The  deceased  was  a  person  of  a  strong  and 
well  balanced  intellect,  and  of  dignified  bear- 
ing. These,  coupled  with  great  modesty  and 
simplicity  of  heart,  secured  the  respect  and  ad- 
miration of  all  who  knew  her. 


ShB  POSSESSED  GREAT  ENERGY  OF  CHARACTER;  ;is 

well  as  simplicity  of  heart.  Devoid  of  unholy 
ambition,  seeking  not  great  things  for  herself, 
lull  to  make  life  all  that  it  should  be,  she 
suffered  no  shadow  to  be  invested  with  reality, 

and  no  mole  hill  to  become  a  mountain  in  the 
path  of  duty  or  usefulness.  In  patience  she 
possessed  her  soul ; — self-possessed  she  mov- 
ed onward  to  the  securing  of  the  object  desir- 
ed, as  if  intuitively  certain  of  success. 

Tq  a  remarkable  degree,  her  intellect  re- 
tained its  vigor.  Its  strength  was  scarcely 
abated  at  the  last.  And  her  interest  in  pass- 
ing events,  and  in  the  moral  and  benevolent 
enterprizes  of  the  day,  ceased  only  witty  her 
life.  The  Ladies'  Benevolent  Association 
she  loved  ;  and  not  unfrequently  were  the 
meetings  of  that  Association  made  agreeable 
and  profitable,  by  her  co-operation  and  pre- 
sence. Long  will  those  who  now  constitute 
that  little  circle,  remember  her  smiles  of  ap- 
probation, and  her  encouraging  interest  in 
their  labors  of  love. 

She  read  much,  and  thus  kept  herself  in- 
formed in  relation  to  passing  events,  to  the  re- 
ligious movements  of  the  day,  and  to  the  wants 
of  Zion. 

She  was  a  companion,  a  counsellor,  a  helper, 
till  laid  aside  by  her  last  sickness,  of  few  days 
continuance. 

Touching  her  Christian  experience  and  de- 
velopments of  character,  it  may  be  remarked, 
that  she  was  self-distrusting,  yet  humbly 
confiding  in  her  faith  in  Christ.     There  was 
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calm  reliance — peace-giving  trust  rather  than 
great  joy. 

She  hoped  ;  and  yet  she  saw  so  much  of 
imperfection,  so  much  of  sin  in  herself,  that  it 
was  with  TRE31BLING.  But  as  the  time  of 
her  departure  drew  near,  she  seemed  less 
fearful,  she  spoke  with  more  confidence  of 
Christ  as  her  hope,  her  righteousness,  her  all. 
On  his  arm  she  laid  her  burdens,  to  his  right- 
eousness  she  looked,  on  his  breast  she  leaned, 

"And  breathed  her  life  out  sweetly  there." 

She  was  benevolent.  Sounding  no  trum- 
pet  to  attract  attention,  but  quietly,  unosten- 
tatiously, as  the  gentle  rill  imparts  fertility 
along  its  course,  she  dispensed  her  gifts,  mak- 
ing glad  many  hearts. 

To  every  call  of  benevolence  she  was  ready 
to  respond  cheerfully.  And  many  a  needy 
one — many  a  relative,  and  many  a  friend  will 
have  occasion  long  to  remember  favors  deli- 
cately, yet  gladly  bestowed  by  her.  Among 
this  number,  her  pastor  gratefully  acknowl- 
edges himself. 

Of  her  public  benefactions,  and  her  prompt- 
ness of  open-hearted  action  in  cases  of  emer- 
gency, this  Church  has  much  to  record,  yea, 
much  that  it  will  record  with  thankfulness  and 
gratitude. 

Unlike  many  who  have  borne  the  Christian 
name,  she  did  not  retain  in  her  own  posses- 
sion all  that  God  had  committed  to  her  charge, 
as  his  steward,  as  long  as  possible  by  reason 
of  death,  and  at  last  dispose  of  it  for  the  ben- 
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efil  of  others,  by  will,  but  she  dispensed  with 

her  own  hands,  and  became  a  blessing  while 
she  lived  ;  yes,  blessed,  and  blessing  others. 
She  had  the  happiness  of  knowing  that  her 
property,  which  she  needed  not,  and  which 
she  had  cheerfully  distributed,  was  doing  good 
to  those  who  needed  it,  and  to  the  church  be- 
low. In  this  she  may  be  presented  as  an  ex- 
ample worthy  of  imitation.  That  is  a  lame 
charity  which  is  wrung  from  the  Christian  by 
the  hand  of  death. 

She  loved  the  Gospel  ;  she  loved  the 
sanctuary  ;  and  her  pastor's  heart  was  cheer- 
ed by  her  uniform  presence  in  the  house  of 
God,  till  prevented  from  appearing  there  by 
the  infirmities  of  age.  And  when  the  time 
came  that  she  could  not  present  herself  be- 
fore the  Lord  always  when  the  doors  of  his 
house  were  opened,  she  did  it  as  frequently 
as  practicable,  and  she  heard  the  word  to  pro- 

VIT  WITHAL. 

She  endured  affliction  "  as  seeing  him  who 
is  invisible,"  and  as  one  who  had  obtained  fa- 
vor of  the  Lord.  When  her  two  sons  were 
smitten  down  before  her  as  at  a  single  stroke, 
and  the  blow  that  bereaved  her  fell  upon  her 
almost  without  warning,  we  feared  she  would 
reel  and  fall  ;  but  with  her  eye  fixed  upon 
him  "  who  chasteneth  those  whom  he  loves,*' 
and  her  confidence  in  his  wisdom  and  good- 
ness unshaken,  she  meekly  bowed — kissed 
ed  the  rod,  aud  without  a  murmur,  arose  Vo 
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do  the  remaining  work  of  life,  and  patiently 
to  wait  till  her  change  should  come  ! 

But  she  has  gone  ;  gone— 

"  As  fades  the  summer  cloud  away ; 

As  sinks  the  gale,  when  storms  are  o'er ; 
As  gently  shuts  the  eye  of  day  ; 

As  dies  a  wave  along  the  shore." 

Her  loss  we  deplore,  and  it  will  be  felt  be- 
yond the  circle  of  her  family  and  the  church. 
She  was  one  of  the  earliest  inhabitants  of  this 
village.  The  aged  remember  her  as  an  as- 
sociate, or  a  senior ;  and  the  younger  ones  as 
the  aged  matron  who  had  seen  and  conversed 
with  their  grand  parents  and  great  grand  pa- 
rents ; — as  a  link  connecting  the  present  with 
olden  time.  But  they  will  see  her  no  more  ; 
she  has  now  passed  away  ;  but  her  memory 
will  be  affectionately  cherished  by  those  who 
remain,  and  as  they  pass  the  place  of  her  bu- 
rial, in  their  hearts  will  swell,  with  imperisha- 
ble life,  the  emotions  of  respect. 

Again,  I  say,  she  has  gone,  "  as  a  shock  of 
corn  cometh  in  in  its  season,"  she  has  been 
gathered  to  her  fathers.  Her  remains  ye  have 
laid  gently  down  by  the  side  of  the  sleeping 
dust  of  her  departed  husband,  and  of  her  child- 
ren who  went  before  her.  Peace  to  her  me- 
mory. 

In  the  cup  of  affliction  which  the  children, 
and  the  surviving  brothers  of  the  deceased 
are  now  called  to  drink,  are  mingled  mercy 
drops  large  and  full.     While  they  mourn,  let 
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them  praise  :  and  while  they  remember  the 

departed,   let   them   be  followers  of  her  as  far 
as  she  was  of  Christ. 

And  let  the  aged  in  this  place  think  how 
few  of  their  early  associates  linger  upon  the 
shores  of  time,  and  how  near  at  hand  the  time 
of  their  departure  may  be  ;  and  let  them  set 
their  houses  in  order,  "for  they  will  die  and 
not  live." 

And  let  us  all — 

"  So  live  that  when  our  summons  come  to  join 

The  innumerable  caravan  that  moves 

To  the  pale  realms  of  shade,  where  each  shall  take 

His  chamber  in  the  silent  halls  of  death, 

We  go  not,  like  the  quarry  slave  at  night, 

Scourged  to  his  dungeon  ;  but  sustained  and  soothed 

By  an  unfaltering  trust,  approach  our  gave, 

Like  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch 

About  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams." 

Amen  ! 


AP  P  E I D  I  X 


A 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Barbara 
(Wells)  Noyes.  Joseph  Noyes  was  the  son  of  Thomas  N.  and  grand- 
son of  Rev.  James  Noyes,  the  first  settlsd  minister  in  Stoning- 
ton,  (Congregational.)  He  was  born  October  9,  17 27,  and  died 
March  13,  1802.  Barbara  X.  was  born  September  7,  1734,  died 
September  7,  1814.  Mr.  Joseph  N.  was  a  Congregationalist,  and 
his  wife  a  Seventh-day  Baptist.     Their  children  were  as  follows — 

Col.  Thomas  Notes,  born  October  3,  1754;  died  September  20, 
1819.  He  was  in  actual  service  in  the  Revolutionary  war, — was  the 
first  President  of  the  Washington  Bank,  Westerly,  also  a  member  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Legislature. 

Joseph  Notes,  born  May  9,  1758;  died  April  23,  1847.  At 
one  time  a  merchant  in  Westerly — -afterwards  removed  to  Lebanon, 
Ct.     Lost  the  use  of  his  limbs,  some  years  before  he  died. 

Sandford  Notes,  born  January  8,  1761  ;  died  August  18,  1843. 
A  farmer  in  Westerly  ; — infirm  sometime  before  his  death. 

Mart  Notes,  born  October  9,  1763 ;  died  September  2,  1854. 

James  Notes,  a  physician  in  Hopkinton,  formerly; — still  living- 
residing  in  Westerly. 

Elizabeth  Notes,  born  January  31,  1770;  died  September  15, 
1845.  Resided  in  Westerly  ; — was  afflicted  with  rheumatism,  and 
was  not  able  to  walk  for  twenty  years  before  her  death. 

Joshua  Notes,  born  December  5,  1772  ;  formerly  resided  in  West- 
erly, now  living  in  this  village — (Pawcatuck.) 

Barker  Notes,  born  March  13,  1775  ; — still  living.  Resides  in 
Norwich,  Ct. 
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B. 

Thomas  Noyes  was  the  great  grandson  of  Rev.  James  Noyes,  of 
Stonington — (Note  A.)  lie  was  born  July  16,  1755,  and  died  March 
16,  1844.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Noyes,  by  Rev.  William 
Gardner,  April  14,  1799.  The  children  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Jsoyes 
were  as  follows  :— 

George  W.  Noyes,  born  January  15,  1800  ;  died  March  6,  1849. 
He  left  a  wife  and  one  daughter,  who  are  still  living , — they  reside  in 
Westerly.  Mr.  Noyes  died  of  inflammation  of  the  windpipe,  on  Tues- 
day evening,  at  his  residence  in  Stonington.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Seventh-day  Baptist  Church  in  Westerly.  He  had  hope  in  his 
death. 

Phebe  Noyes,  wife  of  Mr.  Thomson  Wells,  still  living,  and  resid- 
ing at  the  homestead,  was  born  December  19,  1801.  She  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church. 

Thomas  Billings  Noyes,  born  April  14,  1804,  and  died  Septem- 
ber 10,  1827.  When  about  eight  years  of  age  his  health  was  much 
impaired  by  falling  into  the  river.  Some  years  afterwards  he  went 
into  a  decline,  and  passed  away  in  peace,  having  hope  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Henry  Noyes,  born  January  8,  1807;  died  March  14,  1849.  On 
Wednesday,  the  day  after  the  decease  of  his  brother,  George  W.,  and 
one  week  previous  to  his  own  decease,  he  selected  a  place  for  the 
grave  of  that  brother— returned  home  from  the  performance  of  that 
sad  work  of  affection,  and  took  his  bed  no  more  to  leave  it,  till  he 
left  it  for  a  resting  place  by  the  side  of  his  brother.  The  disease  of 
which  he  died  was  erysipelas.  He  had  indulged  the  hope  that  he 
had  "passed  from  death  unto  life,"  though  he  had  not  publicly  pro- 
fessed that  hope  by  connecting  himself  with  any  Church  of  Christ. 
The  remembrance  of  these  brothers  who  were  scarcely  "divided  in 
their  death,"  will  be  affectionately  cherished  by  a  numerous  circle  of 
relatives  and  friends. 


